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Dear friends 
and supporters,

After a long and not so sunny summer here in Europe, we finally can present the latest edition of the newsletter. Since you last heard from us, many exciting projects happened in Europe and Africa. New partners joined the network and we saw the biggest number of SA scouts and guides in Europe since we started.
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A special highlight was the European tour of the KwaZulu/Natal scouting choir. They performed in front of more than 8000 listeners in Germany and Holland and had an overwhelming response from them. Requests for more performances reach our HQ every day and so we hope to proceed in this direction fro next year. 
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Our other projects are growing strongly and we have focussed on agricultural projects and training. This creates a situation where more resources are needed in terms of personnel and finances. The growth also makes it necessary for us to evaluate the structure of Nangu Thina earlier than we expected and so we invite everyone to give his input on the future operations. A god opportunity for that is the meeting on the first weekend in November, where we hold a planning session next to sharing the experiences we had. I hope to see many of you there.

Hambani kahle

Uwe Bothur


Projects for the year 2001 

It is planning time again and already most of the projects fro the next year are clear.  We will focus on tours to Europe and South Africa again including a choir tour. Further more we hope to support training, infrastructure and agricultural projects of various areas in South Africa and hope to see more Girl Guides involved. On top of that we consider holding seminars in South Africa with various topics. The complete list will be issued after our planning weekend in November and will be also published on the homepage.

What is more important is that you still can make suggestions and contributions to the planning. So please let us know about your ideas!!!

There is still enough time for planning and funding. Please also spread the word about these projects so that more scouts get involved.

Sabangani - The CD

We have successfully sold some 600 CD´s during the concert tour, but as we produced a bigger number we want to try to market the CD in all possible ways. This will help us to fund our projects and support the scouts in South Africa. Please make us aware of any sales opportunity or consider yourself to sell the CD at bazaars and Christmas markets. You will receive a considerable discount for bulk orders!!

You can order via our homepage, where you can also listen to three songs of the CD, or call our office in Bonn.

Cublympics? Great!
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103 Cubs from all over Mpumalanga, together with visiting Cubs from 47th Mbabane and 1st Manzini, Swaziland, recently had a wonderful camp in White River, run by a combined team of local Pack Scouters and 8 Rover Scouts from Deutsche Pfadfinderschaft Sank Georg. Pack Scouter Sue Walden was Camp Chief and Ralf Feldhaus led the Rover Scout team. A wonderful time was shared by all, especially in the Cublympics on the Saturday, when White River's morning shoppers perhaps thought they were in Sydney, Australia, when the Cubs paraded through the main street with their International flags, which they had made themselves in camp. Europe, Asia, Australasia, the Americas and Africa competed in all the activities, incuding running, jumping, skipping, throwing the sponge, and gymnastics. Asia won with the most medals, and every Cub qualified for his Athlete Badge.

Cub activities took up the rest of the camp and the German games were very popular, especially those with the parachute. Ralf and his team said the Cubs in a Rainbow Nation must have a multi-coloured German Parachute to play with, and at the end they presented the parachute to Scouting Mpumalanga for all the Cubs and Scouts to use! At the end of the camp every Cub was presented with a packet of sweets. The final messages from all the Cubs in the various Continents said it all:


From the Blue Cubs in Europe: "Every things make us happy:- Activity, Food, Sleeping in tent, More fun, We happy because we learn something". 


From the Red Cubs in America: "It was fun sens we came here, all the games was fun; in our Groub we got sleeping in tents; we want to come again becose its full of fun, becose we anjoi the fun". 


From the Greens, Australasia: "How we did feel at the Summer Camp - it was fun, fun, We eat very well, We fel so good, we even sleep in tents, It was very nice, we were playing fun games, We are very happy". 


From the Blacks from Africa: "We have fun because we meet new friends, Friends is the first thing to have, It was soo much fun to play the Cublimpics games, They tot us about how the Olimpics started, it was the time we new we all can have soo much fun". 


And the Yellow Cubs in Asia: "It was fun sleeping in tents, We wer playing Cup Limpics game. Our coloure was yellow, and we were the Coantinat of Asia. The cubs wer behaiveng good, We made the flag of Asia. We won the olimpics. We made our own song of Asia and a dans." 
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And lastly, from the Swaziland contingent: "What we liked about summer Camp - Liked sleeping in the tent, meeting new cubs and being around them, learning new games, lots of nice food, Cub Olympics, putting up the tent, night games, water games especially Slip and Slide, the stories, the camp songs and dances, and the Camp fire".
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Jörg Hagmaier and Uwe Bothur went in august this year on a fact-finding mission to South Africa and Swaziland. After a couple of days of rest in Durban we met the choir who was just about to come over to Europe to discuss the last preparations. We continued to Mpumalanga in order to make a presentation to the municipality of White River where we hope to start a seminar centre with accommodation facilities for scouting and guiding. The presentation was quite successful and there are many positive signs, but so far we have not yet heard fro them again due to the restructuring of the greater Nelspruit area. Of course we used the time as well to prepare future projects and evaluate with the scouters from Mpumalanga the projects of the past six-month. 

We ten went over to Swaziland where we met with Phila Bila and Bheki Metfula who have visited us in Europe in June this year. They gave us a cordial welcome and introduced us to many scouters and some of the national executive committee. We also saw quite a bit of the country in the short time we could spend there. Swaziland for sure is a beautiful country with friendly people. Unfortunately we had to shortcut the visit but hope that we will stay in good contact. Once the few hiccups are solved we will have new partners in the network.

We returned to Mpumalanga to meet some friend on the Wait-a.-little farm, where we trust that many of our members will find peace and tranquillity on future trips. A real heaven on earth was established in the bush close to the Kruger Park with all the wildlife you can expect. A real unique experience off the beaten track.

[image: image6.wmf]We finished the trip in Johannesburg where we met with Marcelle Bosch, a scouting friend from Holland, who has moved down to SA in order to support the Girl Guides Ass. for the next three years. 

Internships

During the past 6-month we received more and more requests for internships in southern Africa. We were lucky enough to be able to assist our members and others to find a place and the funds to go to South Africa. We are willing to offer more people from both countries the opportunity to experience a culture ain a working environment where there are lots of opportunities to learn and share.

Especially in the scouting offices around South Africa, but also it’s neighbouring countries, there are many possibilities for such an experience and it is usually beneficial for both sides. 

In addition to that we would like to assist more and more South Africans to come over for a certain time and let them participate in scouting programmes. Here the programmes in Kandersteg and other scouting centres in Europe are open to such ideas. Also on farms we see possibilities to work. In other field the language barrier for south Africans might be too high as German is a necessity. For Europeans we could so far find also places in the social  and medical institutions. It is just important to have enough time to arrange all details of such a project. 

Usually all costs are to be covered by the intern himself but we are often able to assist with finding the right scheme for funding and help finding host families. So go for it and make sure that you broaden your mind. Contact us at the head-office in Bonn.

Our Homepage

Check out our homepage as often as possible. Our webmaster Ralf Feldhaus is putting a lot of effort in it and it is usually updated every fortnight. We would like to use it as the main instrument of our communication and information. Please send all infos that you want to publicise to webmaster@nangu-thina.de and we will make sure that every one will know about your project.

Any comment and criticism is highly appreciated and will help us to improve our standard.

Sabagani - The Tour

[image: image7.wmf]After a long year of planning and in cooperation with our Dutch partners we finally could say Herzlich Willkommen to our guests from KwaZulu/Natal. For the first time 38 scouters and commissioners from KZN came over to Europe - not only to experience out culture and scouting, but also to perform as a choir. Traditional Zulu songs and religious hymns from the province of the thousand hills were brought over by the group. The tour started after a day in Cologne at the scouting HQ in Bunnen (near Cloppenburg) with an overwhelming reception from the local church choir, who hosted us. Even though many did not speak English communication was not a problem. Visits to a farm, school and a museums village gave the visitors a quite intense inside view of the area. The second day found its first highlight in a barn party and a German braai. Songs from Africa and Germany altered and music was the language of the night. The following day saw the first full show in Europe and more than 250 audience in an overcrowded hall were standing on the tables not leaving the choir off stage without two encores. I have very seldom seen such an energetic choir and such a frenetic audience……
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And not to mention the tears the next morning when it was time to say good-bye. New friends are made and for sure it will not be the last time that an African choir came to Bunnen. Some of the hosts even want to go to South Africa - we will see what happens with the German voices in the thousand hills of the Zululand.

But the tour went on and the experiences were all different, but also very intense and good. Visits and performances in Hanover on the EXPO, Gelsenkirchen, Bocholt, Cologne and Düsseldorf were scheduled for Germany. And for sure the best scouting experience was the participation on the Jamb de cologne (a Jamboree with 3000 scouts). The SA scouters provided workshops for the young scouts and cubs and made lots of friends with scouts from the other groups.

Our Partners were amazed by the way scouting is performed here in Germany saw eel as we could sometimes not believe what we experienced. The performance during the evening show and the holy mass was much appreciated by all.

All the goals of the model project were reached: exchange of ideas, exposure to a different culture, bringing the African heritage to Europe, intensification of the partnership and bringing a new scouting are into our network. This was surely not always easy for the participants to make this trip happen, but a great experience for all of us.  

Thanks to Lorna Newman, Mike Rickson and Goodenough Dlamini we had the necessary support in Africa. In Europe we received great help and encouragement from Bas Mulder, Vera Wille, Harald Herzig, Frank Unland, the Cologne Scouts and Matthias Messing. Without their flexibility and hard work we would have had to cancel the trip. Financially this project was supported by the Deutscher Musikrat, Carl -Duisberg-Gesellschaft and the City of Düsseldorf.

I strongly hope that more scouting choirs from SA will come over to Germany and maybe one day German scouting songs are heard around the campfires in Africa.

Sabangani - we are friends.

SANJAMB 2001
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It´s jamboree time again. The South African Scouts association is inviting scouts from all over the world to participate in their Jamboree. It will be held at the VAAL dam near Johannesburg from the 10 - 20.12.2001. We trust that we will see all the scouting from Africa there with a strong contingent from Mpumalanga and KwaZulu/Natal. The Dutch Scouts want to send a rather large contingent and give scouters the opportunity to serve as staff members on the Jamboree.

For the German part we invite Rovers and scouter to join in and have a tour over Christmas after the Jamboree. We trust that this is a unique opportunity to experience SA scouting and make lots of new friends. 

Please contact out head office in Bonn fro further information or check out the homepage


Jamboree Tour

It was jamboree time again. After the successful 1995 world jamboree in Holland the Dutch scouts decided to invite again scouts and guides from all over the world to participate in a big event from the 22.7. - 2.8.2000. Under the leadership of Jenny Ahrens and Dudley James some 72 scouts and guides come over to Europe. The girl guides used this opportunity to see tone of their world centres in Adelboden/Switerzland (Our Chalet) beforehand. This was followed by a weekend of host families in Holland and a tour through Germany - just like in 1995. Unlike the last time we decided to split up the contingent in smaller patrols and partner them with German rover crews. These groups went from our national campsite in Westernohe all over Germany. Stralsund, Erlangen, Bocholt and the Rhine valley were just a few of the many places we visited. All these hikes were different and you could cycle all the way to the jamboree site or tour the country with a VW kombi. Some were even so lucky to go to the world Expo in Hanover. When they all met again in cologne there were many stories to tell and you could see that they enjoyed it a lot.

At the end of the German part the contingent visited the provincial department of NRW for youth and learned something about our political structures in Germany. 

[image: image10.wmf]And then the Jamboree started. Unfortunately the weather wasn’t all that good during the whole time but most tents could be pitched up before the rain started. This rain continued fro a while but this never stopped the scouts and guides from having fun and meeting scouts from other cultures and countries. This jamboree was surely a great success and will strengthen the partnership between Europe and South Africa. We rust that more regions will participate in our partnership activities and especially the guiding movement might have a bigger share in the mutual projects. We are especially looking forward some of the participants next year when South Africa is calling for a jamboree……….

Germany and Scouting Mpumalanga’s successful Sommer Camp 2000

A full week of the school holidays went past very quickly for all the Scouts, Guides and Ranger Guides, from as far away as Secunda, Middelburg and Swaziland, taking part in this year's summer Camp held at White River. A total of 137 in Camp, run jointly by Scouting Mpumalanga and Deutsche Pfadfinderschaft Sankt Georg . 8 Young Rover Scouts under the leadership of Ralf Feldhaus, sacrificed most of their precious visiting time in South Africa to run the Camp. This was all under the auspices of all our friends in Nangu Thina.

Throughout the week various local organisations joined in the programme, including the Aids Awareness Drama group, the South African Police Services Dog Squad with their dogs, the Society of Prevention of Cruelty to Animals with awareness and care of animals at the White River centre, a Community Service project in the White River Nature Reserve, and an Observation exercise in the shop windows of White River. A Scouts' and Guides' Own Service brought the camp to a close, during which the German Rovers were each presented with the Mpumalanga Area Scarf, (Ralf, having received his at last year's camp, received the Mpumalanga Hiking Cap), for their whole-hearted participation in giving the young folk a wonderful Scouting and Guiding experience.


The team of DPSG Rovers worked so very hard, both in the preparations beforehand, and during the Camps. Everybody learnt from the experiences of Summer Camp 2000 and will go home to tell the story, which will enthuse all those who didn't, or couldn't, come this time. We in Mpumalanga, thoroughly enjoyed the company of the Team and working with them. They are all wonderful people, who live up to the Scouting ideals and our heartfelt thanks go out to them.

from all in Scouting and Guiding Mpumalanga.

Tsitsikamma National Park – The place of much water

A place of mystery, of ancient rivers and forests, deep ravines and long forgotten tales; this is “the place of much water” or Tsitsikamma. Created in the mists of time, the Tsitsikamma National Park expertly uses the foaming breakers of the Indian Ocean to create a magical world of intertidal life and reefs teeming with colour and surprises. Dolphins and the elusive southern right whale are but two of the mystical creatures that can be conjured from the genie’s lamp. The magnificent Tsitsikamma National Park, a combined marine and forest park, stretches for some 80 km from the lagoon at Nature’s Valley to the mouth of the Groot River. This narrow coastal strip has a temperate climate and an annual rainfall of 1 200 mm, with June and July being the driest months. The pristine marine reserve extends for 5 km into the sea and the lush forest, delicate fynbos and the sheer cliffs all conspire to cast a timeless spell on the visitor. Tsitsikamma was the first marine national park in Africa and visitors will delight in its wonderful diversity. In addition to its marine resources, the sandy beaches are most inviting and it is no wonder that Strandlopers once inhabited the caves along the shore. A number of mid-dens, containing shellfish and other remains, are visi-ble reminders of these former residents. 

Several nature trails and guided outings should keep even the most discerning landlubber happy! Enjoy the spectacular view offered from a swing bridge over the Storms River or attempt the five-day, 42 km Otter Trail, one of the most popular and demanding trails in South Africa. The Otter is set amongst luscious vegetation and an abundance of water and kicks off at the Storms River Mouth rest camp and follows the picturesque coastline towards the Groot River estuary. On the fourth day, the trail crosses the Bloukrans River and winds up at the dizzying cliffs of the coastal plateau. A word of warning, the Otter hiking trail is most definitely not for the fainthearted or the unfit! For those who prefer to get thoroughly wet, snorkelling and swimming are always firm favourites. An unusual feature of the park is the spectacular underwater trails.

Collecting scout equipment


As the scouting areas in SA are growing we still have an increasing demand of tents, sleeping bags, rucksacks and other equipment. Please check with your troop if you can donate some used materials or find some finances for new equipment. 
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Update of Nangu Thina’s database


We try to keep our address-database up to date. Please let us know, if your details have changed or if you have got e-mail access. Just mail to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@nangu-thina.de" ��info@nangu-thina.de� or send a notice to our office.
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